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Then small holes are made in the ground at equal distances, 
for example — two metres apart — Such a hole is called "Anack". 

The number of the players is no less than five and no more 
than ten. 

After they agree on a bet, the game proceeds. 

Each rolls his stone to one of the ho!es. The winner is the 
one who outstands the others in the number of the holes he hits. 

ALEXANDER THE BLIND 
by: Isa'aq Eseo 

This magazine had previously published two articles by 
different writers about Alexander the Blind, the minstrel of 
Mosul. 

Here a third native of the late poet, writes about his poem 
"The spoiled boy" which is — like the other works of Alexander 
— is a satirical picture of a particular social behaviour. 

-H 

THE POPULAR FIGHTING HAIL 
IN MODERN HISTORY 

by: Fadhil El-Sa'adouni 

The fighting hail played an important role in stimulating 
Iraqi tribes in the 1920 revolt against the English invaders. 
The writer mentions several examples of these songs, ex^- 
m them, and tells the tales behind them. 

translated by 
(Butbeina El-Nassiri) 
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The writer observes that, generally, popular veterinary medi- 
cine often relies on searing, charms and scarfieation of the skin; 
in other words, on primitive and cruel means. 

ARABIC CALLIGRAPHY: ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT 

by: Hassan Qasim Habash 

Dependant on ancient inscription in the last Nabathaen 
writing dated in the era before Islam, the wrier concludes that 
"Apparently, Arabic Calligraphy develops from the year 328 to 
568, before Islam, in Sinai and Batra". 

The writer explains the different forms and styles of calli- 
graphy at the advent of Islam, 

"Muhammed was the first to spread writing amongst Mos- 
lems; he ordered his wife Hafsa to learn writing so that his 
people would follow his example in teaching women. He had 
42 writers specialized in fine writing; the first of them to write 
for him was Ubaid Ben Kaab", 

CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS OF HILLA 

by: Najih EI-Mamori 

"One of the popular beliefs in the villages of Hilla is the 
Belly Ripper of Mulberry trees specially at ripeness times. Some 
tell that an unknown queen somewhere in this world has a 
heartache every springtime, and doctors had advised her that 
the only medicine is to eat childrens* hearts. The Belly Rippers 
are her men". 

This is one of the many beliefs which the writer being a 
native was able to collect and explain in his interesting study. 

THE GAME OF TIBAL IN TIKREET 
by: Saleem Taha El-Tikreeti 

"El-Tibl" is some kind of circularly carved stone no bigger 
than the hand of man. 

The players choose a smooth and sloped area of 100 sq. m. 
outside the town. 

- U¥ - 



-^■^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^' — w. — ■ — ■ w -^ - wj ^ ■ ■— ^ -w— mi- v — ^ - -^^.-- ^-^ ■ u^ j—l- 



^- 



if 



The writer gives examples of these persons such as Adam, 
Seth, Jonah, the lion of Babylon, Geomarth, Eve, Plato, Pharaoh, 
and lastly, the main character of the article, Wazer (Minister 
El-Muhalabi to whom people attribute the invention of that 
kind of sweet which is named after him. 

SYMBOL AND CIVILIZATNON 
Trans, by: Buthaina El-Nassiri 

A study written by S. Giedion, the historian, on Symbolic 
expression in prehistory and in the first high civilization. 

"Symbolization emerged as soon as man felt the need of 
expressing the disquieting and intangible relation between life 
and death". 

The writer discusses symbolization in relation with existence, 
myth, magic, and writing. 

'The abstract symbols also lived on in the high civilization. 
They could have the meaning of signs for life or signs of lasting 
existence; then came the wonderful invention: writin 
signs, symbols and abstraction flow together". 

The writer concludes that we are again a 
age of Symbolism. The last part 
proving of this point of view. 

POPULAR VETERINARY MEDKINE 
by; Shakir Hadi Ghadhab 

In this comprehensive study, the writer discusses several 
interesting points; History of popular veterinary medicine in 
Iraq, veterinary surgeon, treatment of sick animals, insects and 
plants that cause diseases, beliefs and customs connected with 
veterinary medicine, terms and difinitions. The writer goes on 
to explain the different ailments and medicine of each kind of 
animals, horses, catties, sheep, camels and fowls. 
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ARABIC ARTICLES 

IN BRIEF 

OUR POPULAR COSTUMES 
by: Lutfi El-Khomri 

In the opening article the editor-in-chief writes about the 

different kinds of costumes in Iraq. 

They differ not only in styles but also in colours and uses. 

THE DERVISH: ETYMOLOGY AND CONCEPTION 

by: Adil EI-Aleusi 

No opinions differ on the origin of a word as in the case of 
u Dervish'' . 

The writer here aims at tracing and getting together these 
opinions in an attempt to get to the truth. 

According to the linguistic conception the word discussed 
means: a beggar, but The Dervish as a term means: a Moslem 
dedicated to a life of poverty and chastity, yet he is not a Sufi, 
who professes to undergo mystical experiences in order to com- 
prehend truths beyond humer understanding, or believes that 
it is possible to communicate with God through contemplation 
and love. 

A Dervish is much more simpler and less learned, 

THE PHILOSOPHY OF HISTORY IN POPULAR BELIEF 

by: Hadi El-Sharbati 

People, everywhere, have their own history where events 
and tales are preserved throughout the ages. These popular events 
no where can be found in formal history. 

If we have a look into this unwritten history we scarcely 
find fictitious personages but real persons, living or dead, excit- 
ing the imagination of people. 
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